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Bill Type and Number: Resolution 2011-254
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: April 26, 2011
Committee(s) of Reference: RCD, LUZ
Date of Analysis: April 28, 2011
Type of Action: Expression of support for downtown cultural redevelopment plan
Bill Summary: The bill expresses the City’s support for the Planning and Development Department’s document “Creating the SPARK – A Redevelopment and Cultural Plan for the Northbank Core” and for the steps described within the plan to utilize the arts and culture as a mechanism for spurring revitalization of Downtown Jacksonville.
Background Information: The Creating the SPARK report was produced by the Planning and Development Department as a means of encouraging and incentivizing the use of the arts and cultural venues and activities as a mechanism to promote the redevelopment of downtown.  The arts and cultural activities and institutions have been the trigger for urban development in many cities.  The bill defines the SPARK target area as the 4 city blocks bounded on the east by Newnan Street, on the west by Hogan Street, on the north by Adams Street and on the south by Forsyth Street, including the properties facing these 4 blocks on the opposite sides of the named streets.  Part 1 of the SPARK plan contains 6 goals and 39 specific short- and medium-term strategies aimed at: encouraging partnerships among the City, the Cultural Council of Jacksonville and Downtown Vision Inc.; encouraging the development of art gallery and other exhibition space; encouraging the development of artist housing, including live/work space; dealing with parking issues; encouraging more pedestrian traffic downtown; developing a branding campaign; and leveraging the current success of the monthly Art Walk and Off the Grid galleries to produce more events and greater public awareness of and interest in downtown venues and activities.  Part 2 of the SPARK plan includes an additional 44 strategies with a longer horizon to react to the successes or failures of Part 1 and to take more substantive actions as downtown and economic conditions may warrant.

Policy Impact Area: Arts promotion, downtown revitalization
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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